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is ginned, or separated from the seeds. The
fiber is then placed in presses and pressed
into bales of 500 pounds each. These are
bound with iron hoops, when they are ready
for shipment.

Cotton Products. The most important
of these are suggested in the opening par-
agraphs, and the processes by which the
liber is converted into cloth are described in
the articles SPINNING and WEAVING. In ad-
dition there are numerous products derived
from the seeds (see COTTONSEED PRODUCTS).

Cotton Statistics. The annual crop for
the United States ranges between 10,000,-
000 and 14,000,000 bales of 500 pounds each,
the crop for 1930 being 13,755,518 bales.
This was a falling off from the totals of
several previous years, because Southern
farmers have begun to engage in diversified
farming. The cotton acreage is in the neigh-
borhood of 32,000,000, and reckoning a crop
of 10,650,000' bales from 32,000,000 acres,
we find that it takes about three acres to
produce one bale. The leading cotton-pro-
ducing States, in recent years, are Texas,
Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, South Caro-
lina, Arkansas, Oklahoma, North Carolina,
Louisiana and Tennessee. Texas alone pro-
duces about as much as British India, which is
second to the United States with an average
annual output of about 4,000,000 bales.
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WHERE "COTTON IS KING-"

Annual production is given in thousands of
bales.

The relative importance of Cotton countries
and states is shown in the accompanying di-
agram, There are about 150,000,000 cotton-
eons timing- spindles in the world, of which
about 35,000,000 are in the United States.
About two-thirds of these are in the cotton
State, Massachusetts having yielded its
former leadership in cotton manufacture,

History. Cotton has been used since about
the eighth century B. a It was known to the
Egyptians, tie Greeks and the Romans, and

its cultivation was introduced into Europe
by the Mohammedans during the Middle
Ages. The European cotton is probably a
native of India, but the plant is also native
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to America. When the American continents,
were discovered the inhabitants of Mexico
and Peru had attained a good degree of skill
in raising cotton and manufacturing it into
cloth. The planting of cotton began in the
Southern states soon after the settlement of
the older colonies, but the expense of sepa-
rating the fiber from the seed was so great
that cotton was not a profitable crop. In
the latter part of the seventeenth century the

FIRST COTTON GIN

invention of the power loom and the mule
jenny for spinning so increased the facilities
for manufacturing cotton goods that enough
cotton could not be raised to supply the de-
mands of English, manufacturers. In 1793
the cotton gin was invented by EH Whitney